September 23, 2026

Museums play a vital role in research, conservation, and science education. As a small museum,
we understand how important preserving natural history is for our local communities and future
generations. Textbook learning can only go so far. Seeing a prehistoric skeleton firsthand or
touching a real dinosaur bone creates a connection to the past that a classroom simply can’t.
These experiences help us understand what came before us while sparking an interest in science
and encouraging curiosity.

The closing of the Academy of Natural Sciences is a reminder of how important museums are to the
communities they serve. For nearly 200 years, it has advanced scientific research, expanded
educational opportunities, and preserved natural history for future generations.

-The Whiteside Museum of Natural History
Holly Simon

Assistant Director
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